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BEAUTIFICATION

Preserving the
Treescape of
Independence Park

Patti Kimbel

The GIPNA Board extends heartfelt
gratitude at the amazing response
to our plea to help support treat-
ment for our neighborhood Ash
Trees. We can exctedly announce
that 50 Ash Trees were treated in
September, which will extend their
lives another two years. The dona-
tions were beyond expectations
and we raised enough not only for
this treatment, but made significant
progress toward the next treatment
needed in another two years. GIPNA
will continue to collect donations
specifically designated to treat and
protect our Ash Trees for future
years and future generations.

The second exdting development
that also occurred in September
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was an additional 28 trees were
planted in the GIPNA neighborhood
parkways. GIPNA partnered with
Openlands for this project. Founded
in 1963, Openlands is a non-profit
organization dedicated to urban
conservation in the greater Chi-
cago region. It is one of the first
organizations in the United States
to address environmental issues
within a metropolitan region.
Openlands focuses on environmen-
tal protection of land, water, and
trees while also working to involve
and educate communities in their
initiatives.

Openlands operates a Tree
Planters Program and any neigh-
borhood association can apply
with a minimum commitment

of 10 community members. Qur
neighborhood ‘tree keeper,’ Katie
Miller, spearheaded this initiative

by applying for the Tree Planters
Program grant. Community mem-
bers must commit to watering a
new tree weekly from spring to fall
for a three-year time period. Once
approved, Openlands may plant
from 10-40 new trees in a neighbor-
hood with each new tree estimated
to be worth $200. Katie worked with
Keith O'Herrin, our neighborhood
Arborist and Forrester for the vil-
lage of Highland Park, to evaluate
viable locations for the trees. There
were 30 people that responded, and
out of those, 20 qualified based on
the needed land spedifications and
water main restrictions.

GIPNA was awarded grant approv-
al earlier this year. Initially, the plan
was for a spring planting but then
due to the COVID pandemic planting
was delayed to the fall. The Indepen-
dence Park neighborhood has many
Silver and Norway Maple trees.

These are fast growing trees but
they tend to be weak-limbed, have
shorter lives, and are more suscep-
tible to black funqus. Openlands
carefully chooses trees ideal for
our urban environment: trees that
are pollution tolerant, amenable to
compacted soil, and able to handle
salt. Three different species of trees
were planted including Red Oak,
Burr Oak, and Ironwood. These are
all amazing native trees that with
proper care and protection have a
potential lifespan of over 150 years,
and will likely outlive us all.

In this grant-seeking process,
ideal locations for trees were
identified and homeowners were
solidted to commit to the watering
specifications. Some individuals
did not respond or were unable
to commit to the care of the tree
required for three years. Therefore,
we did not plant quite as many
trees as hoped. However, we are
able to apply for another grant

(ontinued on page 3
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Due to the on-going coronavirus pandemic, some future events are cancelled for the
foreseeable future. Please contact GIPNAA (info@gipna.org) , IPAC (ipac.chicago@gmail.
com), AFAC (athleticfieldpark.com), Friends of Murphy (friendsofmurphy.org), and CAPS

(CAPS.O17District@chicagopolice.org) for updated event information.

NOVEMBER

TUES., NOV. 3—VOTE!

WED., NOV. 4—GIPNA Board
Meeting, 7 p.m., online Zoom Meeting ID:
819 2958 6855, Password: GIPNA

MON., NOV. 9—AFAC Meeting,
6 p.m. (online)

DECEMBER

WED., DEC. 1 —GIPNABoard
Meeting, 7 p.m., online Zoom Meeting ID:
819 2958 6855, Password: GIPNA

MON., DEC. 5 —Virtual Beer &
Barbecue Tasting Fundraiser Event

7 p.m.-8p.m. online

MON., DEC. 14 —AFAC Meeting,
6 p.m., online

[ ]
JOIN 252 new member
Renew your membership
Donate «cra

RECYCLING

Green Tidbits

Pat Clark

Do you have fabric, trims, ribbons,
arts and crafts supplies, tools,
containers, hardware, musical
instruments, metal, wood, sur-
plus or outdated stock, science
equipment that you would like
to unload? The CCRx Oasis, 3039
W. Carroll Avenue, Chicago, IL
60612, 312-909-5902, is the place
to donate so many things that can
be reused. Check out their web
site at www.creativechirx.org
for a complete list of what they
accept. The list is amazingly long!
Unused medications? Black
out your name on the prescrip-
tion bottle and take it to the
17th District Police Station, 4650

N. Pulaski Ave. There’s a special
secure receptade in the lobby.

Plastic bags in your Blue Recy-
cling Bin are a big no-no. The truck
will not pick up your recyclables
when plastic bags are present. No
Styrofoam either.

Do you have dead electronics?
Until the end of the year, the City
has an easy way to get rid of cell
phones, computers, video game
consoles, computer monitors,
portable digital music players, TVs,
digital converter boxes, printers,
faxes, scanners, cable and satel-
lite receivers, keyboards and mice,
small-scale servers, VCRs, DVD
players, and DVD recorders. There
are two sites close by: 6441 N.
Ravenswood Ave., 1st Wednesday
of each month, 9a.m. to 1p.m.
and 4808 W. Wilson Ave., 1st
Friday of each month, 9 a.m.to 1
p.m. To get more info on electron-
ics and other recycling, please
go to recydebydty.com/Chicago.
The web site is informative and
entertaining.

NEIGHBORHOOD

Welcome Your
New Neighbors

Susan Ryan
During the past year, 28 proper-
ties within the GIPNA boundar-
ies have changed owners and
that means many new neigh-
bors have joined our commu-
nity. Canceled activities, social
distancing, and face masks have
made it a challenging time for
new neighbors to connect with
us. Perhaps now is a good time
to be proactive and introduce
yourself to the neighbor who
recently moved in next door or
across the street. If you go for a
walk, give the friendly wave and
a hello. The winter months will
be here soon enough and with
it, indoor hibernation. If you
know of new neighbors, send
an email to info@gipna.org and
the new neighbors will receive a
GIPNA welcome packet.
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The Independence Park Community Yoice

Is published by the Greater Independence
Park Neighborhood Assoclation
(GIPNA), a 501(C)3 corporation.

This newsletter is for the
Independence Park community.
Please consider renewing your
membership or Joining GIPNA now.
We need your support. Thank you.

Editorial: Sue Ryan

Photography: Robin Hochstatter and
Clindy Schuch

Writers: Pat Clark, Terry Cunningham,

Lis Drew, Robin Hochstatter, Patti Kimbel,
Rebecca Martinez, Laura Miltner, Blen
Ryan, Sue Ryan, Gretchen Siffring,

Anne Watkins

Student Intem Writer: Olivia Otalvora
Deslgn/Production: Cindy Schuch

For submissions for

Jan/Feb 2021 issue:

Editorial Deadline:

December 15, 2020

Advertising Deadline:

December 10, 2020

The editorial board reserves the
right to edit all submisslons. Errorsin

advertisements are the sole responsibility
of the advertiser.

E-MAIL: INFO@GIPNA.ORG

MAIL: GIPNA, P.O. BOX 18184
CHICAGO IL 60618

WEBSITE: WWW.GIPNA.ORG

The Greater Independence Park
Nelghborhood Assoclation (GIPNA) Is
dedicated to maintalning enhancing

the quality of life In the Independence

Park community by Ivolving, Informing,

and encouraghg pecple to participate In
matters relating to the community, and by
protecting the historical, sockal, cultural, and
architectural character of the neighborhood.

This all-volunteer publication Is made
possible by the creative vokes of cur
community and the generous support of
area advertisers.
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GIPNA BLOCK REPRESENTATIVES

3800 Avers - Candace Wayne

3600 Byron - Jackie Ropskl

3700 Byron - Larry Gates

3800 Byron - Suzanne Edwards

3900 Byron - Roseann Seablom

3600 Central Park - Sharon Gllbert
3700 Central Park - Bob Brutvan
3800, 3900 Central Park - Vanla Bandelll
3900 Dakin - Joel Contreras

3600 Grace - Alison Benjamin

3700, 3800 Hamhlin - Sharon Nichols
3900 Hamiin - Linda Lehman

3700 Irving Park Road - John Kuczura
3800 Irving Park Rood - Linda Lehman
3700 Lawndale - Dorene Jordan

3800 Lowndale - Mark and Casey Watkins
3900 Lowndale - Cy Clausen

3600, 3700 Monticelo - Pat Clark
3800 Monticelo - Barbara Shaw

3900 Monticello - Cindy Schuch

3700 Ridgeway - Josh Urban

3800 Ridgeway - Karen Fontanetta
3900 Ridgeway - John & Sang Kuczura
3800 Springfield - Roseann Seablom

Continued from page 1
if we have a minimum of 10 indi-
viduals interested and able to agree
to the watering commitment. Cur-
rently, the wait is over three years
if you request a tree to be planted
by the dty for the parkway.

Trees are critical to our liveli-
hood, neighborhood, and environ-
ment. Chicago Is losing 30% of
its current tree canopy with the
impending loss of many of our Ash
Trees. Given the close proximity
to the expressway, trees in the
Independence Park neighbor-
hood stave off pollution and act
as ‘alr purifiers.’ Trees further help
improve our water quality as trees
help clean rain water as it descends
into the soil. Trees also attract birds
and protect wildlife. Trees are vital
to the beauty and conservation of
this neighborhood and draw new
homeowners to this area.

On a final note, Katie Miller also
recently completed the Openlands
TreeKeeper course and Is a des-
ignated TreeKeeper. TreeKeepers
learn how to help keep trees
green and growing and volun-
teer to help care for street trees.
This four-week course is open to
anyone interested. The courses
started being offered virtually this
year and the last course of this
year started in October. Course
information can be found at the
Openlands web page (www.
openlands.orq) if interested. We
owe special gratitude to Katie
for all of her efforts from start to
finish in obtaining the grant and
her continued commitment to
nurturing our newly planted trees.
Recognition is also owed to Keith
0’Herrin for his collaboration and
Scott Dewey for spearheading the
fundraising aspect of this project.

Join GIPNA on
facebook

Check out the GIPNA Facebook page
for news, alerts, and conversation
with your neighbors. Post your own
comments to get the word out on
your activities and announcements.
Tofind the page and like it, search
for GIPNA: Greater Independence
Park Neighborhood Association.

COMMUNICATION

E-Blasts to GIPNA
Members

All GIPNA members who have access
to email should be receiving e-blasts

twice a month. The emails are

compiled by GIPNA and feature such
news as announcements of events in

the community, crime reports, and
notices of meetings.

If you're a member in good
standing and are not receiving the

blasts, send an email to us at info@
gipna.org. We'll sign you up so that

you don’t miss any more neighbor-
hood announcements.

COMMUNICATION

Connect With Your Community

As a relative newcomer to this neighborhood, | feel so fortunate to
live in an area full of people from so many different walks of life. At
the Voice, we want to represent the rich diversity of our beautiful
neighborhood by showcasing writings and photography from as many
neighbors as possible. This newsletter is for all of us and is a wonder-
ful way to connect with your community. We encourage anyone who
is interested, to please reach out so that your voice is heard! If you are
interested in contributing to the newsletter on an ad hoc basis or as a
reqular writer, we want to hear from you at info@gipna.org.

Rebecca Otalova

COMMUNITY

Have anldea for the Newsletter?

If you want to see something in the neighborhood highlighted
or just want to provide feedback, reach out to us at newsletter@

gipna.org.
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Join US!

Virtual Beer & Barbecue Tasting
Fundraiser Event

December 5, 2020
7-8 p.m.

FUNDRAISING

GOODFOOD,
GOOD BEER,
GOODFUNTORA
GOOD CAUSE!

What is a Virtual Beer & Barbecue
Tasting Fundraiser Event? When
you purchase a ticket, you will
receive a spedally crafted assort-
ment of 3 beers and 1 cider paired
with a 4-course tasting menu pre-
pared by Chef Chris Cunningham
from JT's Genuine Sandwich Shop,
and chefs from the award-winning

Independence Pork barbecue team.

Each course will be introduced by
the chefs and a beer connoisseur
along with a discussion with our
neighborhood “tasters.” We'll also
have some great music by our own
Max Bessesen and other surprises
—all in the comfort of your own
home!

No babysitters, no dress-up.

Heck, you don't even have to
shower!

COVID-19is having a serious
effect on our daily lives and on
charities that support those affect-
ed by the pandemic. This year's
GIPNA annual events, induding
the Pancake Breakfast, Fine Crafts
Fair, Farmers Market and now
the Wine & Cheese Party were all
canceled due to COVID-19. These
events helped raise funds for Mur-
phy School, the Irving Park Food
Pantry, Lydia Home, Openlands,
and needy families at Disney Il and
Murphy Schools during the holi-
days, plus maintenance of gardens
in the neighborhood.

For more information on tickets, E

food, and beverages, go to our
website, gipna.orq or GIPNA's
Facebook page. Tickets are $50.

If you're a member, you'll receive
updates by email. If you're not a
member, please join at gipna.org.
What better way to enjoy delicious
food and drink in a safe environ-
ment and it’s all for a good cause!

COMMUNITY

fiVigil lonoring
Ruth Bader Ginsburg

Susan Ryan

Residents of Independence Park
came together on September 19th
to pay tribute to Supreme Court
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsbherg who
passed away from pancreatic can-
cer. Bader Ginsburg was an icon
and role model who fought tire-
lessly for equality and civil rights.
The vigil was spearheaded by
neighbor Susan Dowd, who wanted
to honor RGB's life. According to
Dowd, “I couldn’t go to the vigil
downtown, but | could do one in
the park, so | just sent out informa-
tion on messenger. We gathered
in a circle, lit candles, and went
around and said what RGB meant
to us. Bader Ginsburg was such an
inspiration to so many people. She
was a forward thinker and we will
all miss her.”

Even though Bader Ginsburg
graduated at the top of her class

\

from Columbia Law School, no
law firm would hire her because
she was a woman. As a judge,
she penned many opinions on
all types of discrimination. In
her later years on the Supreme
Court, she became famous for
her dissents, often in 5-4 cases.
One of her most notable dis-
sents came in 2013 when the
court struck down a key provi-
sion of the Voting Rights Act.
She was known for her unrelent-
ing work ethic and fought for
the rights of others until the end
of her life. According to Jew-

ish tradition, those who die on
Rosh Hashanah are considered
most righteous. How fitting that
Bader Ginsberg passed away on
this date. Restin Peace.

INDEPENDENCE PARK COMMUNITY VOICE
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How to Survive—
and Thrive—
Through the
COVID Pandemic
in the Winter

Laurel Miltner

Confession: 'm an inside person.
One of my online accounts that

requires users to answer a question

in addition to a password asks for
my “favorite winter activity.” My
selection is “watching movies.”
So, suffice it to say that when
we wanted to do a Voice article on
thriving through a COVID winter,

my response was “l got this.”

If you're concerned about being
cooped up for the next few months
with nowhere to go, hopefully
you'll find some inspiration from
the suggestions here. Thanks to
the community members who
shared many of these ideas.

Music lovers: Start a Music
League with friends or family. Play-
ers take turns choosing a theme
for which all the players submit a
song. After submissions are in, the
app creates a Spotify playlist and
the voting begins. A running lead-
erboard keeps track of top players
for the round, and the league as
a whole. Check out the website
musicleague.app to get started.

Foodies: Create a socially distant
Sunday Supper Club. Choose a cui-
sine, a cookbook, or another theme
each week or every few weeks.
You can trade dishes completely,
or coordinate a main, sides and
dessert, and make sure everyone
gets some of each dish to create a
complete meal.

Travel bugs: Study a place you've

always wanted to go, and make a
day or night of it at home, or on a
video call with friends or family.
Order in or make a regional dish,
watch a movie from the country,
maybe learn a few sentences for
when you can get there. Take turns
with your housemate or friends,
sharing things you've learned
about the culture and history.

Bookworms: Start a socially dis-
tant book club, or get involved with
One Book One Chicago (0BOC).
0BOCis a program through the
(Chicago Public Library in which
(hicagoans “explore a theme from
multiple perspectives, as recounted
through personal experience,
imagined in literature, presented
in politics, or synthesized in music
and art.” The current theme is
Beyond Borders. Learn more at
www.chipublib.org/about-oboc/

Exercise enthusiasts: Get a
great workout at home (without
breaking the bank) with FitOn,
Nike training apps, or the HASFit
app. Neighbors suggest the HASFit
and Yoga with Adriene YouTube
channels.

Nature lovers: Don't let the cold
keep you too cooped up! Go for
a walk in the woods at Gompers
Park, LaBagh Woods, or North
Park Village Nature Center. Rent a
nearby cabin and go sledding or
tubing. There’s no such thing as
bad weather—only being poorly
dressed.

Movie fans: Start a socially
distant movie club. Just like a
book club, participants take turns
recommending a movie they love
or have always wanted to see,
and spur a discussion about it. Or
here’s an idea: Watch every Acad-
emy Award Winning Best Picture.

Theatre goers: Host an online
table reading of your favorite
shows—theater, movies, TV
shows, anything goes! Get some
folks, find and share a script,
select roles, and engage in art in
a brand-new way. Bonus points
if you choose a musical and sing
along, though you can also pull up
the soundtrack for support.

Have a suggestions to share? Let
us know at info@gipna.org and we
will print it in the next issue.

fire you a GIPNA member?

Join today!

Pay at www.gipna.org or mail in the form below with a check. For information, send an e-mail to: membership@gipna.org

MEMBERSHIP FORM

(Must be 18 yrs old) Fill in this form, ond send
with check, payoble to GIPNA, te: GIPNA
P. O. Box 18184 Chicago, IL 60618

Check emount encleted
I J Single 510 J Fam-ly $20
J Business SI§
< Lifetime $100 per person

J Check here if 0 new member

I Annual Dues
enclosed: $

I Tox Deductible
Donation for GIPNA: 3

I Total of
enclosed check: S

I = Check if you would kke to volunteer for events
(GIPNA &5 on oll-volunteer associotion.)

PLEASE PRINT:
NAME #1

NAME #2

ADDRESS

Check here if ' new member, ' new to the neighborhood,

PHONE #1

PHONE #2

E-MAIL #1
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NEIGHBORHOOD

Home Sweet
Indy Park Home

Robin Hochstatter

Residents in the GIPNA area have
been busy this year updating their
homes to make their outdoor
space more usable during the
ongoing pandemic. Many folks
have been able to gather safely
with small groups of friends and
family in their yards or have just
found their outdoor areas a wel-
come break from their Zoom calls.

Greg Shea and his wife, Liz, on
Monticello started a renovation
on their house early in 2020. They
both knew they loved the area
and were committed to staying
a long time, so why not make
the changes they needed this
year. Their original plans included
expanding the kitchen and finish-
ing the basement so they could
create a private living space for
Liz's mother.
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The job took eight months to
complete and it was well worth
the wait. As we finished our
discussion, Greq was assembling
a heater for the backyard so that
they could continue to enjoy their
beautiful outdoor space even as
the weather gets cooler.

During the spring when the
parks were closed this writer and
her wife, Jan, decided to play
pickleball on their front driveway.
The passing neighbors cheered
on these aging athletes who were
desperate for something to do.
Much to their chagrin, they real-
ized that the many cracks that
were normally hidden by their cars
made it too dangerous to play on.

When the pandemic hit in
March, parts of the project slowed
down tremendously, especially
around permits and inspections
from the city.

But once work resumed, the
Sheas decided to expand the proj-
ect to include exterior upgrades
such as a new roof, new windows,
new decking in the front, a new
fence and lovely new landscaping
in the back and front yards. For-
mer Indy Park resident, Annette
Held designed the outdoor space.
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iy ¥

As luck would have it, their

neighbor had a cement contrac- g " ii’"""" {

tor working in their yard next
door at the time and like all good
neighbors Jan asked him if he

did driveways as well. He said, of
course, and two weeks later the
new surface was ready for parking
and playing once again.

You can always count on see-
ing the Cunningham family on
Monticello out on their front porch
most of the year. Whether they're
visiting with their neighbors, play-
ing ball with their two young sons

or showing off Chris’s exceptional
cooking skills, we all know we'll

_| see them there. So, the front porch
] is a pretty special place for this
& family.

After repairing their front porch
many times since buying the
house in 2012, they knew it would
need replacing soon. During COVID
they knew they'd be spending
even more time at home so why
not do it this summer. They called
on their favorite neighbor and
craftsman, Chris Mastroianni, oth-
erwise known as Master Johnny,
to come through for them one
more time. Chris had done several
interior jobs for the Cunninghams
over the last eight years as they
renovated most of the interior of
their house.

Neighbors watched in amaze-
ment as Master Johnny and his
assistant erected this beautiful
new front porch in just a few days.
The composite materials used are
maintenance free and will be able
to handle all of the fun that’s yet
to come on this family’s favorite
spot. Be sure to wave next time
you pass by the Cunningham’s
house. They'll be out there.

i
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while being sheltered.
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On Lawndale, long-time
residents Dakota CGima and Theo
Pintzuk had been thinking about
downsizing from their 1886 Vic-
torian home to a condo earlier
this year. They have lived in the
house since 1986 and have done
an extensive amount of work on
it over the years, including pull-
ing off the old siding themselves.

“When we moved in, the area
was nothing like it is today. Our
house was in pretty bad shape
and we had a lot of work to do.”
Dakota recalls. When COVID hit,
they made a decision to stay in
their home and take advantage of
the work-from-home offices that
they had created. A trusted con-
tractor rebuilt their front porch
and designed a beautiful new side
screened-in side porch so that
they could enjoy the outdoors

-0t

Travelling over to Springfield,
we came upon Dianne and Todd
Kibbey enjoying their new front
porch. After living in the house for
16 years and working on interior
projects every year, they decided
in 2019 to start on the exterior
upgrades. The front porch was
first reconstructed and then they
signed a contract this March to
have their roof, siding and exteri-
or painting done to complete the
new look of the outside of their
home. The work began and then
a few days later the state closed
down due to the pandemic. All
work stopped and the exterior
areas were in a state of disarray
for a few weeks until the crew
knew they could return safely to
work.

Unfortunately, Todd lost his job
due to the pandemic and things
were pretty tough for a while.
Thankfully, he found a new job
and the work was completed in a
few months.
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Comingto
fimerica-
Specifically
Chicago

Ellen Ryan

Up to now, I've known Gus as the
friendly owner of a home with
one of the most well-manicured
gardens in the neighborhood. It
should be — | often see him and
his wife, Lisa, out there weeding
and pruning. However, after my
recent conversation with him, I'll
think of him as someone with an
amazing “Coming To America —
Spedifically Chicago” story.

Gus was born and raised in
Hidalgo, in the state Michoacan,
Mexico. He realized in his late
teens that there were few good
job opportunities in his village.
Some of his friends had returned
from the US. and told him he
should check out Chicago where
his brother and brother-in-law
were living. They gave him the
name of the coyote who had
helped them get to Chicago earlier
on. In 1975, at age 19, he decided
to give it a try and set off with
three friends for a new life. They
took a two-three day bus ride
from their village to Tijuana and
had to walk for an hour through
the mountains to get to San
Ysidro, California. Then - GET THIS
—not one, not two, not three,
but FOUR of them SQUEEZED into
the trunk of a Cadillac where they
stayed for two to three hours
while being driven to their next
destination. This was of course to
avoid the immigration authorities
placed along Highway 5. They
were eventually taken to some-
one who arranged their flight to
Chicago. They arrived in February
—in the middle of a blizzard — the
first time Gus had ever seen snow.

Hello Chicago!!

Gus immediately started look-
ing for a job but it took him six
weeks to find one. Most of his
friends were working in restau-
rants which is where he got his
start. He started as a bushoy and
worked in different capacities
in several different restaurants
around the city. He met his wife,
Lisa, at a wedding and stayed in
Chicago until 1979. He decided
to return to Mexico because he
missed his family. When he got to
Hidalgo, he worked with his dad
selling furniture. However, the
money was not as good as what
he was earning in Chicago. After
six or seven months of doing this,
he decided he needed to return
to the U.S. so he could sufficiently
support himself. Plus, | think Lisa
may have had something to do
with his decision. He returned
by himself but got caught in the
mountains two different times.
The third time was a charm and
he made it back to Chicago.
Despite these obstacles, Gus said
it was so much easier to get into
the U.S. from Mexico back then as
compared to today.

Gus and Lisa, a hair cutter, were
married in 1981. Lisa’s parents
were U.S. dtizens so both she and
Gus applied for and were granted
legal resident papers in 1983.
They became naturalized citizens
in 1985. Gus continued to work
in the restaurant industry but
caught a big break when he met
someone who was employed by
the post office. He got a job as a
customer service associate at the

post office in 1987 and still works
there today.

Gus and Lisa have three grown
kids and three grandkids. Gus men-
tioned incurring radial slights and

% even physical abuse due to the color

of his skin. Nonetheless, he down-
played those incidents and said that
the U.S. was and still is the land of
opportunity. If you work hard, you
can get ahead. Hearing Gus’s story,
seeing him and Lisa tend to their
beautiful garden in front of their
lovely home in Independence Park,
and listening to him talk about his
grandkids, it is clear that he and
Lisa’s lives are testaments to that
sentiment.

COMMUNITY

Let's Talk
fibout Race

Rebecca Otalova

| have never seen my country, my
friends, or my family more divided
along racial lines than | do today.

| find it incredible that so many of
us still struggle to recognize what
has created this division. Religion
and politics. As a young adult, |
was taught that these two topics
are not to be discussed at dinner,
parties, work functions, or virtually
anywhere outside of a classroom,
debate stage, or amongst your
dosest friends. Why? Because in
my experience, discussion of reli-
gion and politics often lead to divi-
siveness, anger, and discomfort.

Somehow, race seemed to make
its way onto this list of taboo sub-
jects, albeit in a dandestine way.
Race has evolved into a subject
that, when brought up, causes
some to visibly squirm and others
to audibly scoff Eyerolls and arqu-
ments are likely to follow. Conver-
sations are shut down completely,
either by being openly unwilling

to discuss race or more subtly by
someone acting as if race is a non-
issue, often with a declaration that
they don't even see color!
Minimizing the topic to a game
of cards, strategically played at a
person of color’s discretion, is the
most common way |'ve witnessed
and experienced the denial of race
as a valid and important subject
to explore and discuss. At times,
when | choose to point out racial
discrepancies, I've been called out
for pulling this imaginary card. As if
being a racial minority has afforded
me a special privilege. It hasn't.

But when, and more importantly
why, has the topic of race become
unacceptable? Why is it that the
discussion of a sodial construct,
which is almost always evident
upon first sight and affects all of
us, became limited to sociology
lectures?

lintend to explore how, when,
and why our society went from
openly and explicitly excluding
people of color from achieving
economic prosperity and sodial
equality, to aggressive denial of the
implications those ideologies con-
tinue to have on our sodiety.

Itis crucial for us all to acknowl-
edge our nuanced and difficult
past. When some people benefit
from the current societal structure
at an exponentially higher rate
than others, the division is stark.
This acknowledgement is no easy
feat and involves difficult discus-
sions. However, it's necessary. |
hope to unpack these divisions in
order to better understand them
and to demonstrate that, while
we may not look the same, think
the same, or be the same, we
don't need to be at odds with each
other. In fact, we must work with
diligence to unite, find our common
ground, and together fight against
racism as a community.
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Learning through
the Pandemic:
Backto “School”
in2020

Liz Drew

For most families, this year has
been one unexpected challenge
after another, with often confus-
ing guidelines and conflicting
information about how to keep
our kids safe and learning. By the
end of April, my family and | were
at home with a new baby and a
four-year-old missing her routine,
friends, and teachers. As spring
turned into summer, everyone
we knew anxiously awaited word
on whether schools would open.
Throughout the neighborhood,
COVID friendly balloon displays
and car parades congratulated
recent graduates in lieu of parties
and ceremonies.

Over the summer, families
pieced together childcare and
socially-distanced camps including
Independence Park. Chicago Public
Schools finally announced in early
August that all learning would be
remote for the start of the school
year, with private schools allowed
to go forward with in-person
teaching.

Luckily for us, our daughter’s
daycare, Ladybug and Friends on
Irving Park, re-opened in early
June. New precautions include
masks for teachers and kids,
temperature checks and distanced
drop-off and pickups.

| wanted to learn a little bit
more about how other families
are managing right now, so |
asked around. While some parents
opted to start sending their chil-
dren to private schools to ensure
in-person learning, others have

created learning “pods” where a
few families enlist one or more pri-
vate teachers to help their children
follow the online instruction.

Other parents—often moms—
are making difficult decisions about
leaving jobs or reducing their hours
to stay home with their children.
Meanwhile, schools are pivoting
to serve families and students
that have additional needs during
the pandemic (see more on what
Murphy Elementary has been up
to and how to support their critical
efforts elsewhere in this issue). For-
tunately, CPS families can still pick
up meals to go, incdluding at Disney
I1and Murphy.

Here is what our community
offers as advice: first and foremost,
go easy on yourself as a parent or
caregiver and recognize that these
are unprecedented times. Prioritize
your children’s emotional wellbeing
and your own mental health. Com-
municate openly and often with
your learning team. Remember that
schools are building and operating
new systems with limited resources
and few models to draw from and
your teachers miss being in the
classroom as much as our kids do.

Educator and mom Elizabeth
Gonzalez, Assistant Director of
Ladybug Daycare, told me about
her two children’s experience: while
she is relieved her kids are avoid-
ing COVID by staying home, online
learning presents several challeng-
es. For her 7th grader (who attends
Murphy) and her 10th grader (at
Lincoln Park High School), 6+ hours
of screen time a day on outdated
devices is proving difficult and
makes her concerned about eye
strain and lack of stimulation. Like
many kids, Mrs. Gonzalez reports
hers are feeling overwhelmed and
stressed by both the workload and
lack of in-person support. She is
recommending that the days be

broken up and that more hands-on
activities be incorporated to reduce
time sitting passively in front of a
screen.

For some families, the extra time
with siblings, parents, and pets has
some benefits, although they still
look forward to in-person learning.
Murphy 4th grader Allie Siffring
(who is learning at home alongside
her three sisters with her parents’
support) offered her take: “Itis
fun but | like to be in school better
because it’s not glitchy and you can
actually see the people.”

Many families also need safe
childcare options that allow their
children to continue learning while
their parents work. | recently spoke
with the staff at the Irving Park
YMCA about their new program for
on-site remote learning support.
Kids ages 5-12 can be dropped off
by their caregiver to attend an all-
day program which includes help
following online learning assigned
by their child’s school, as well as
other activities and exercise, all
with sodial distancing and other
(OVID safety precautions. As of
mid-October, slots were still avail-
able (those interested can call
member services for more infor-
mation at 773-777-7500). While
YMCA is not able to accommodate
in-person volunteering due to the
pandemic, they welcome donations
toward tuition scholarships.

Independence Park residents

have also come together in recent
months to show solidarity with

other neighborhoods in Chicago.
Katie Miller of Avers Street (who
also created that great native
garden on the Parkway) has been
volunteering with the Englewood
community group M.AS.K. (Moth-
ers Against Senseless Killing, www.
ontheblock.org). Katie brought
several of us to volunteer at a
back-to-school fair in September
at 75th and Stewart, where we
helped distribute donated supplies
including headphones, tablets, and
backpacks.

As fall turns to winter many of us
are thinking about how to keep our
collective spirits up and our anxiety
and boredom low. In addition to
gearing up for spending as much
time outside as we can (maybe our
daughter will finally discover a real
affinity for shoveling snow!), we
plan to start a weekly postcard to
share our gratitude for the many
amazing teachers and essential
workers in our lives. And | plan to
keep checking in on parents | know
who are struggling a little bit more
than usual.

It gives me hope seeing the tre-
mendous generosity, compassion
and empathy throughout our com-
munity during this time.

Do you have tips or resources
for navigating this year’s “back to
school?” Please feel free to visit
the GIPNA Facebook page to share
your own stories and ideas to help
our community get through this,
together.
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Al Check-in With
Students: How 8th
Grade Is Going

Olivia Martinez, Student Intern,
Murphy Elementary School

As many of us know, 2020 has
been a very different and chal-
lenging year. It has affected many
people and one of those groups
of people it's having a big impact
on is this year’s 8th grade class.

| am an 8th grader and this is
definitely not the 8th grade year
we were expecting. My first ques-
tion for my classmates was how
they would rank their 8th grade
experience so far. The average
score was around 7 or 8. We miss
our friends and are unsure about
if we will even be able to return
to school for our final year at John
B. Murphy Elementary. My fellow
students and | believe it's easier
for us to keep track of work and
we don't have to get up as early as
we usually would do.

My next question was how they
would rank learning online. | got
mainly 8s out of 10. It's easier for
us to get our work turned in but
Wi-Fiis a struggle and can disrupt
class. My next question wason a
scale of 1to 5 about how much we
wish we were learning in person.
Most answered 5 and | agree.

We miss having in-person social

interaction and seeing our friends
and teachers.

Next, | asked what their favorite
part of 8th grade was so far. My
personal favorite part is getting
to know my class better and hav-
ing more time in the mornings.
My classmates said they like their
teachers and they get more sleep
and that it is easier to get to dass
on time. They also said their least
favorite parts were not being able
to see friends and that we do
everything online.

| then asked if they believed
their grades were affected by
this new way of doing school.
One student who wishes to stay
anonymous believes that we have
more work and that itis harder
for teachers to grade things. Other
students believe that their grades
have stayed the same if not slightly
better. | also asked them if their
mornings were easier and they all
agreed. It is easier for us to get to
class and we can get more sleep
because we do not have to get up
as early.

| asked what is more difficult
to do in online learning. Some
believed that school work is
harder to do because of forgetting
to click the button to send it to
the teachers. Plus, it’s harder to
get in contact with our teachers
because they get a lot of emails
and we can't just go to their class
and talk to them. Although when
| asked my next question, some
thought that it was easier to do
their schoolwork and keep track of
it because it’s all in the same spot
and harder to lose since it's online.

| also asked them what their
workspace was like at home.
Some people did not have very
many things in their work area
because they did not feel the need
to have more. Others had a lot of

things around them but they were
organized.

Also this year we will be apply-
ing to high schools. Some believe
that high school applications will
be easier. Some think it will be the
same. Others, including myself,
believe it will be harder. When |
think of pros and cons, since there
are virtual open houses, we don't
need to go to lots of different
schools. We can just do it on the
computer without worrying about
being on time and being at multi-
ple schools on the same day. Since
we are not in-person, it’s harder
for the teachers and counselors to
show us how to apply and learn
about the high schools, and it’s
harder to know what the schools
are like looking at them online.

My classmates would like teach-
ers to know that when we don't
turn in our work, we are still trying
our hardest butit is a bit more dif-
ficult now. They would also like our
other classmates to turn on their
cameras. We miss them and it is
awkward when we are the only
people with our cameras on and
also to not be lazy and keep their
microphones muted when they are
not speaking so we don't have a
bunch of background noise.

We would also like our parents
to know that we are trying our
hardest. One of my fellow 8th
graders, Stella Nelson, would like
to let parents know that they
should not be on top of us all the
time and that they should give us
some space. We all agree that this
is not the 8th grade year we were
hoping for and don't know if it ever
will be. | hope you learned some
information about what the neigh-
borhood 8th graders are experi-
encing in this tough time. | would
also like to say thank you to Stella
Nelson and my other classmates

who would like to be anonymous
for allowing me to ask them about
their 8th grade so far.

SUPPORT

feeling Blue and
Need Someone to
Talk to?

The on-going pandemic has many
of us feeling isolated, stressed and
depressed. If you or someone you
love is facing mental health issues,
resources are available. Below are
a few organizations that are ready
to help.

The City of Chicago Mental
Health Clinics

North River MHC, 312-744-1906,
5801 N Pulaski Rd. The ity has
reopened six mental health clinics
across the city. Counseling is avail-
able and in the next few months
the dlinics will initiate telepsychia-
try. Ask a staff member for more
information.

Hours of Operation: Mon.- Fri.:
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. https://www.
chicago.gov/city/en/depts/cdph/
supp_info/behavioral-health/men-
tal_health_centers.html
The National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline

If you are in a suicidal crisis or
emotional distress, call 800-273-
TALK (8255). Crisis workers are
available 24 hours a day. Calls are
free and confidential. https://sui-
cdepreventionlifeline.org
National Mental Health
Alliance (NAMI)

NAMI Chicago Helpline 833-626-
4244. NAMI is now holding virtual
support groups https//www.
namichicago.org.
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Checking in With Our College Students

Susan Ryan

In the blissful pre-pandemic days, the norms for asking neighbors about their college bound kids were so easy. It would be some version of “Hey,
where is Blake headed?” That statement had built-in assumptions. Yes, Blake is in college, he is headed there for the fall semester and of course,
his classes are on campus and in person. Ah, those wistful days and the assumptions that came with them were upended in March when the
majority of universities sent their students packing up their dorm rooms to finish the semester online from home.

Gone are the days when a 15 second response was sufficient to bring your neighbors up to speed on your college kid. Now several subsets of
questions pepper the conversation. Are they going back to school? If yes, are their classes in person, online or a hybrid? If online, are they synchro-
nous or asynchronous? Don’t know the difference? Just ask Allegra Ruiz at NYU who has dasses starting at 1 a.m., yes, one hour after midnight to
sync with those on the Shanghai Campus. Are students staying on campus or Zooming from the bedroom that they grew up in? Surprisingly, none
of our under-graduates enrolled in college this fall chose to continue living at home.

For now, the best way to address these questions is through a decision tree. Here is sampling of our neighborhood'’s college-aged students and
their experiences (in three words) for fall 2020. If you'd like to give an update on your college student, please send the information to info@gipna.
orq and it will appear in our nextissue.

College Fall 2020: Who, Where and How.

Ondrej Jordan, Florida; Exhilarating,
(hallenging, Insightful

Liam Pepper, Minnesota Mullets Junior Hockey;
Incomparable, Amazing, Teammates

Gap year:
Living at home?

Enrolled in
college?

Ben Morris, Junior, Harvard; Opportunity, Clarity, Excitement
In person
learning?

Josh Van Essen, Sophomore, Augustana; Reliving, Restricted, Hopeful

Many schools using the hybrid model had expected to hold all classes in person.
As recently as June, two-thirds of universities planned to meet in person.
However, by September, with COVID outbreaks escalating, most schools switched to a hybrid model.

Rob Brutvan, Senior, Notre Dame; Surreal, Frustrating, Overwhelming

Maya Clatanoff, Sophomore, St. Louis Univ.; Weird, Exciting, Different

Charlie Holmes, Sophomore, Loras College

Ema Kuczura, Senior, Duke; Challenging, New, Independent

Blake Lehman, Junior, Indiana Univ.; Quiet, Routine, Testing (COVID)

Ally Mitola, Junior, Tulane; Surreal, Stressful, Unifying

Allegra Ruiz, Sophomore, NYU; Tiring, Isolating, Challenging

Sara Ryan-Jetha, Junior, Univ. of lllinois; Flexible, Unorthodox, Surreal

Khalil Ryan-Jetha, Senior, Indiana Univ.; Adjusting, Compromising, Communicating

Delphine Clatanoff, Sophomore, Case Western; Interesting, Novel, Flexible
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With a Little Help
from Our friends

Gretchen Siffing

We are fortunate to live in a com-
munity where neighbors help
each other and work together

to improve the lives of those
around them. Nowhere is this
more evident than in the won-
derful display of support for our
neighborhood elementary school,
John B. Murphy Elementary. Over
the past several years the Greater
Independence Park Neighborhood

Advisory Council (AFAC), Friends
of Murphy (FOM), SOW Chicago,
Murphy Parent Teacher Organiza-
tion (PTO), and many generous
individuals have given their
money, time, and effort to sup-
port the needs of the school.

Murphy has welcomed this
support to provide opportunities
for the children in our community
to have a safe and beautiful place
to learn and grow. The students
have been given options to
explore their artistic and creative
talents through violin lessons,
band, after-school theater classes,
8th grade art installations, and

made in the gymnasium, music
room, and auditorium, three of
the most widely used rooms in
the building (pre-pandemic).
Generous donations of time and
supplies have created an urban
garden for the community to
enjoy each year. Funds raised
through various fundraising
events have supplied dassrooms
with books, supplies, and field
trips that allow the teachers to
give Murphy students a well-
rounded educational experience.
And the school has been able to
help distribute donated clothing,
grocery gift cards, and meals for

Many in our community
are experiencing these diffi-
cult times right now. CPS has
restricted fundraising activities
for schools, but the needs of the
school and the school communi-
ty are greater than ever. Already
this year, our community has
come together to fund remote
learning supply kits for all of the
Murphy students. If you have
the means, please continue to
support the fundraisers of the
community groups (GIPNA,
AFAC) and consider setting up
a recurring donation at friend-
sofmurphy.org to allow these

| make handmade jewelry that has

edectic timeworn treasures such
as antique shoe buckles, buttons,

parts combined with my own
handmade chains and connec-
tors (a specialty!). Using vintage
and antique pieces in my designs
allows me to create jewelry thatis
not only sustainable but that also
tells fascinating stories. | particu-
larly enjoy researching the history
of these pieces as well as creating
highly personalized one-of-a-kind
jewelry using a dlient’s own keep-
sakes and heirlooms.

| have always been drawn to
vintage treasures. And now, vin-
tage has been drawn to me. | am
making my “Hollywood debut”
this fall as | was fortunate to have
one of my pieces selected to be
worn by a main character in the

a vintage past. My designs feature :

fobs, dress clips, lockets and watch |

current season of the FX black
comedy/drama Fargo, set in the
1950s. I'm told itis part of a par-
ticularly sinister storyline so | can't
wait to see it.

The attraction to vintage
began for me when | discovered

a “secret” cedar closet in the attic
of my childhood home in Pawling,

New York, and opened a stack of

sealed boxes. Inside | found beau-
tiful beaded dresses and sweaters

my mother had once worn — her
sister was a buyer for B. Altman
and Company (a now closed
luxury department store in New

York City), so she had amassed a
wonderful collection of clothing
no longer practical in a house-
hold filled with 5 children. | was
entranced by the embroidered
fabrics, sparkling sequins and
colorful beads. Scattered in the
mix were blingy rhinestone neck-
laces and brooches. Of course, |

i gk more. Investments have been families going through difficult | groups to continue to be able to
Association (GIPNA), Athletic Field r times. support the needs of the school.
TALENTED NEIGHBOR peppered my mother with ques-
p . p : tions - when and where did she

assion ¥r OJeCt wear such wonderful things? -
and her stories were fascinating.
Terry Cunningham I was hooked!

For years, jewelry making
and collecting were hobbies
that | pursued in my spare time.
After decades in the profes-
sional training and development
field, | left the corporate world
behind to start Two Quaker Hill,
named after the address of my
childhood home.

Locally, my jewelry debuted
at GIPNA's very own Fine Craft
Fair several years ago. Since that
time, |'ve exhibited at many art
shows throughout the Chica-
goland area. | love the personal
contact and festive environment
offered by the art show circuit.
Sadly, with COVID this hasn't
been an option in 2020 so I've
recently shifted to the online
world. Instead of art fairs you
can find my work at www.two-
quakerhill.com.

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2020
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Give Second Hand
aSecond Chance

With so much time spent at home
during the pandemic, now is a
great time to make changes to
your spending and consuming
habits that can make an environ-
mental impact. Many families have
been cleaning out basements,
dosets, garages, and the nooks
and crannies around their homes.
People are also reassessing what
they really need and what they can
do without.

If you've done a “COVID clea-
nout” and created some extra
space, don't fill it up again. Think
twice before making a purchase,
which can be challenging given
the lure of the “Buy Now" button
and quaranteed next day delivery.
Consider how many items in your
donation pile are casualties of an
impulse buy.

When you really do need some-
thing, consider borrowing from
afriend or neighbor, or purchas-
ing second hand. You would be
amazed what you can find, from
toys, bikes, workout equipment,

electronics, clothes and shoes,
kitchen gadgets, and home decor
items, for significantly less money,
in like-new condition. Second
hand online marketplaces such as
(raigslist, Facebook Marketplace,
Offer Up, Mercari, and EBay are
making it easier and safer to buy
and sell with limited personal
interaction.

This goes for clothes too. Con-
sider searching for your next pair
of yoga pants or winter boots for
your kids from a second hand mar-
ketplace. The second hand fashion
market is booming right now and
is predicted to surpass the fast
fashion industry within 10 years.

The fashion industry is unsus-
tainable, resource intensive, and
tremendously wasteful. Yes,
clothes are cheap and easy to buy,
but millions of tons of clothing end
up in landfills each year. Instead
of throwing away old, worn out
cothes in the garbage, add them
to your donation pile. Many com-
panies who accept donated cloth-
ing items participate in textile
recycling.

To live is to consume, however,
there are ways to be more mindful
of our consumption habits.

INDEPENDENCE PARK COMMUNITY YOICE
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e
ANDRADE =
e
StaterepdOfigmail.com (773) 267-2880 )

3007 W. Irving Park Rd, Suite A Fron

SIA

We encourage you to stop by if you
need help accessing state services
and to share your thoughts and ideas
on ways to improve our community
and state.

Jaime Andrade, State Representative,
40™ District

e ————
JOIN TODAY

GIPNA MEMBERSHIP:
WHAT DOES $10 BUY?

COMMUNITY-BUILDING ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS
INDEPENDENCE PARK FARMERS MARKETS
SCHOOL FUNDRAISERS
COMMUNITY GARDENS
ALLEY CLEANUPS
GOURMET PANCAKE BREAKFAST
THE INDEPENDENCE PARK COMMUNITY VOICE NEWSLETTER
E-BLASTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ALERTS
A VOICE WITH THE 45TH WARD
SUPPORT FOR LOCAL CHARITIES
GREAT NEIGHBORHOODS DON'T JUST HAPPEN—A GREAT NEIGKBORHOOD COMES FROM A GREAT
DEAL OF WORK AND COMMITMENT. THE EVENT AND SERVICES THAT MAKE INDEPENDENCE PARK THE
HIDDEN JEWEL OF THE NORTHWEST SIDE REQUIRES TIME AND MONEY. DUE TO THE PANDEMIC, GIPNA
HAS HAD TO CANCEL FUNDRAISING EVENTS, SO MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE THE PRIMARY MEANS T0
RAISE MONEY. OUR WONDERFUL VOLUNTEERS GIVE THEIR TIME, AND GIPNA MEMBERSHIP HELPS

PROVIDE THE MONEY. PLEASE JOIN GIPNA TO MAKE 2021 THE BEST YEAR YET. IF YOU'RE ALREADY A
MEMBER, THANK YOU,

THE GREATER INDEPENDENCE PARK NEIGHBORHPPD ASSPUATION
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Thal Thal Master Johnny Inc.

Carpentry and Handyman Services

RESTAURANT 3811 N. MonticelloAve.  773-633-4803

3922 N. ELSTON. (‘HICAGO Chicago, IL 60618 chrismmastro@yahoo.com
I ] / 3 CRY 2 -
DINE-IN, CARRY-OUT, DELIVERY Chris Mastroianni

(773) 478"'1079 Owner

OPEN EVERYDAY, EXCEPT TUESDAY, FROM11:30A.M.ToosoP.M.CLOSEDTIESDAYS See photos on: Facebook/Master johnay, Inc

Co) Q_reate

Joann Dakota Cimo, PhD
ed |l P 10log

Theodora Pintzuk, LCSW

3850 N. Lawndale Ave, Chicago, Il 60618
339.9183 0874
www.CoCreatePsychotherapy.com

TRIANGLE

AUTO SERVICE

* Certified Air Conditioning
* Full Mechanical Repairs
* Cooling Systems

The safety and well-being of our students,
PreK 3 year old program faculty, and staff ks our top priority

4060 N. Elston,

Chicago, Il. 60618
T (773) 539-5858 (773) 539-7676

Apolication for Admissions www.triangleradiator.com

- Ross Printing has moved to
3942 W. IrvING RARK ROAD

Here are some products we offer:

541
www.stviatorchago.org  £]

Ross Printina
3942 W. lrvine Rarxk Roan

Join IOd(]g! ke Barry Bebart, AIA Architect

Licensed Architect
lllinots, Michigan, Wisconsin

Use PayPal at www.gipna.org
or mail in a check.

House Expansion, Renovation
Remodeling. Kitchen, Bath, Deck.
Commercial, Interior.

For information, send an e-mail to:
info@gipna.org

25 years of experience in Chicago.
barry@bebartarchitecture.com
773-844-4580
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DISCOVER ALL THAT
ST. EDWARD HAS TO

OFFER!

St. Edward is a Catholic elementary
E school offering Pre-K through 8th

grade, designated a Blue Ribbon
School by the U.S. Department of
Education for Exemplary Education
in 2017.

» Providing excellence in education,
we offer outstanding Academics,
Art, Music, STEM, Physical
Education, and Extra-curricular
Activities to all grades.

» We offer before and after school
extended care.

4 www.stedwardschool.com
SCHEDULE AN INDIVIDUAL TOUR: Visit stedwardschool.com to sign-up
or email Mrs. Lasica, our Principal at slasica@stedwardschool.com

4343 W. Sunnyside Avenue - Chicago, IL 60630 Phone: 773-736-9133

WE ARE SELLING IRVING PARK!

UNDER CONTRACT IN 2 DAYS*

4326 N Kildare 3850 N. Lowell 3832 N. Keeler
6 bed/4.1 bath 45" x 144" lot « 4 bed/2.1 bath 50" x 156" lot « 4 bed/2.1 bath

THESE ARE ALL SOLD BUT WE HAVE OTHERS! CALL HEATHER AND CONNIE TODAY!

Your Trusted
CHE Real Estate Advisors C'Z‘?” -
2 CONNIE H. ENGEL for over 20 Years! HEATHER LANGE
& MOBILE 773.251.3837 . MOBILE 312.961.9926
NS cengel@atproperties.com @pmpertles ® @ hlange@atproperties.com

*MRED, LLC, Closed Sales Data Collected, 09/25/20
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Breakfast
& Lunch

‘ g THE ORIGINAL \

Pancakes
e (ALPS)
Crepes

Blintzes 4=
Omelets
Skillets
Burgers
Sandwiches

Soups

3637 W Irving Park-Rd. Chicago, Il=60618
Ph.773.267.5112 Fx.773.267.6031
wWww.originalalps:comissss s |

Create

YCu

A place to learn, discover, and do.

Disney Il Magnet High School
VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE FOR
PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2020 FROM 11 AM -2 PM.

To register interested students/parents/guardians should
visit: www.disneyimagnetorg/aboutus
Please apply!

The application for 2021-2closes December 11, 2020.
Disney Il accepts students from all Chicago neighborhoods.

Come to Disney Il to Create YOU!

DISNEY || MAGNET ELEMENTARY DISNEY Il MAGNET HIGH SCHOOL
3815 North Kedvale Avenue, Chicago, IL 60541 3900 N. Lawndale Ave, Chicago, IL 60618
P7735433750F 773534 3757 P 7735435010+« F 773 538 5199

For virtual tour information visit: www.disneyiimagnet.org

JOHN B. MURPHY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
3539 W Grace St « Chicago, IL 60618

The Caring Community « www.murphy.cps.edu

Murphy School

IS AFINE & PERFORMING ARTS MAGNET

SUPPORTS ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

PROVIDES COMPUTER SCIENCE FOR ALL

IS YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOL

Please join us in our auditorium
for Community Sing on the last
Friday of each month at 8AM,

followed by a tour.

SPONSORED BY FRIENDS OF MURPHY

Plumbing and S

Superior Plumbing Services

/773.633.6139

CALL NOW!
Receive $25.00 off any service.
First time customers only

$25.%° OFF

We specialize in:

- Water Leak Repairs

- Faucets

- Hot Water Heaters

- Tankless Water Heaters
- Garbage Disposals

- Clogged Drains

- Ejector/Sump Pumps

- Battery Backup Syste
- Low Water Pressure Prok
- Water Booster Pumps
- Gas Line Installation & Le
- Rehab & Custom Showe
. Sewer Power Rodding
- Sewer camera

vanguardplumbing@gmail.com
www.vanguard plumbingandsewer._'
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NO BABYSITTERS, NO DRESS-UP. HECK, YOU DON'T EVEN HAVE TO SHOWER!
JOIN US FOR THE BEER & BARBECUE FUNDRAISER

GOOD FOOD, GOOD BEER, RAFFLES, MUSIC AND OTHER SURPRISES!

$50 / PERSON

PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT
GIPNA'S CHARITY PROJECTS

FOR INFO GO TO:

gipna.org

See article on page 4.

INDEPENDENCE

PORK

GIPNA IS A 501(c)3 ORGANIZATION. DONATIONS TO GIPNA MAY BE TAX-DEDUCTIBLE TO THE FULL EXTENT OF THE LAW
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THE GREATER INDEPENDENCE PARK
NEIGHBPRAPPD ASUATION

INDEPENDENCE PARK COMMUNITY VOICE




